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Are you in Private Foster care?  

Children and Young People’s Services



Are you in Private Foster Care?

You may be in Private Foster Care if you are being cared for full-
time by someone who is not your mum, dad, step mum or step 
dad, grandparent, brother, sister, uncle or aunt. To be in private 
foster care, you must also be under the age of 16 (18 if you are 
disabled), and your carer and your parent must agree to  
the arrangement.

What happens if I’m in Private Foster Care?

What happens is that the Children and Young People’s Service in 
Rotherham need to be told that you are living in Private Foster 
Care. Your family, carer, or someone else who knows you, like a 
doctor or someone from school, can let the Children and Young 
People’s Service know. 

Within a week, a Social Worker will visit your Private 
Foster Carer where they live. They will also need to 
talk to you to make sure that you are alright and 
if you think this is the best place for you.  
They will also try and visit your parents.

If everyone agrees this is the best place 
for you to be, the Social Worker will 
visit you every six weeks for the first 
year you are living there. After this 
they will visit you every 12 weeks. If it 
is felt that you would be better off living 
somewhere else, then the Social Worker 
will look into this with you and  
your parents. 



What do Private Foster  
Carers need to do?

They will;

•	�Let us know that you are coming to live with 
them, or that you are already living  
with them. 

•	�Take good care of you while you live  
with them

•	Let the Social Worker visit and talk to you. 

•	�Let the Social Worker check that they are 
someone who will look after children and young 
people properly.

Who will make sure I am safe?

The Social Worker will check that the Private Foster Carer 
is someone who is able to look after children properly. If 
they do not feel that the Private Foster Carer is looking 
after you properly, they will take action to make sure this  
is changed.

If at any time things change and you feel unsafe or unhappy with 
the arrangements, you should let us know as soon as possible by 
telephoning your Social Worker or the Out of Hours service, on 
the back of this leaflet.



My Social Worker is called:

My Social Worker will visit:

I can call my Social Worker on:

If my Social Worker is not around, I can call  
(Out of Hours contact number):

Information on Advocacy Services:

Children and Young People’s Services are based at:
Rotherham Metropolitan Borough Council,
Access Team
Children and Young People’s Services, 
Crinoline House, Effingham Square, Rotherham S65 1AW
Tel: 01709 823987 
 

RE
F:

 1
82

41
A 

/ M
ay

 0
8 

  P
ro

du
ce

d 
by

 R
BT

 D
es

ig
n 

an
d 

Pr
in

t –
 T

el
 0

17
09

 8
23

55
0 

Su
pp

or
tin

g 
th

e 
Fo

re
st

 S
te

w
ar

ds
hi

p 
Co

un
ci

l b
y 

us
in

g 
FS

C-
ce

rt
ifi

ed
 p

ap
er

www.rotherham.gov.uk

This document can be made available in your language and in alternative formats such as Braille, 
large print, electronic and audio-tape versions.
Contact us at:
minicom 01709 823 536
www.rotherham.gov.uk

Veuillez nous contacter si vous désirez ce document dans une autre langue et/ou dans d’autres formats.


